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   The U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF) today expressed
concern that Greek Orthodox Christians were refused the right to celebrate a Christmas Liturgy
service in the village of Rizokarpaso, in the area of the Republic of Cyprus under the control of
Turkish troops and administered by Turkish Cypriot authorities. Turkish Cypriot police entered
the Church of Saint Sinesios and demanded that worship activities cease because the local
Turkish Cypriot authorities had not granted the congregation permission for the service.
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